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New Website!

Current Exhibition

Visit our new website at:
www.oshermaps.org

Search Maps with
Osgood, our new search
interface
Download Educational
Materials
View previous
exhibitions
Read OML’s Map
Commentaries
View the complete
Norman Morse
Oceanliner Collection

April 2nd - August 22nd, 2013
OML is pleased to present, as part of the 2013 Maine Civil War Trail, a
traveling exhibition that originated at the Norman B. Leventhal Map
Center of the Boston Public Library. View online at www.tornintwo.org.

www.OsherMaps.org/Education/K12-Lesson-Plans

314 Forest Avenue, Portland

Osher Map Library and Smith Center for Cartographic Education

New Educational Resources

Upcoming Event
Civil War Sesquincentennial
Symposium
Organized by

The OML Outreach team is always working to develop
new, exciting lessons and activities! Our most recent
lesson, geared towards students at the high school level,
is “Fire, War, and Disease: The Grim Side of Thematic
Mapping.” The first part of the lesson explores different
types of thematic maps such as fire insurance maps,
maps of battles and wars, and maps made to track the
spread of diseases. In the second part of the lesson,
students are given a map of a fictional town plagued
by an epidemic. By mapping the cases on a base map,
they must work together to determine how the disease
is being spread!

The Civil War, from 1861 to 1865, is the centerpiece of our nation’s
story. It looms large, not merely because of its brutality and scope but
because of its place in the course of American history. The seeds of
war were planted long before 1861 and the conflict remains part of our
national memory.

Geography has helped shape this
narrative. The physical landscape
influenced economic differences
between the regions, the desire to
expand into new territories, the
execution of the conflict both in the
field and on the home front, and
the ways in which our recollections
have been shaped.

Maine Humanities Council

Saturday, April 27, 2013
9:00 am - 4:00 pm
Hannaford Hall
University of Southern Maine
88 Bedford St.
Portland, Maine 04101
Fee: $35 general public
$20 students

Includes all sessions, materials, and
lunch. Some scholarships available.
Email info@mainehumanities.org for
more information.

Join us for this statewide
commemoration of the 150th
anniversary of the Civil War.
The program offers a full day
of national and Maine-based
speakers on the beginnings
of the Civil War, its causes,
constituencies, politics, and
personalities; cultural aspects of
the Civil War era; and why the
War still matters to us 150 years
later.

Maps enable us to present the complex strands

that, when woven together provide a detailed
account of the causes and conduct of the war.
These visual images remain a salient aspect of
our memory. Photographs, prints, diaries, songs,
and letters from the richness of the Boston Public
Library’s many holdings enhance our ability to
tell this story, when our nation, as a Currier & Ives
cartoon depicts, was “Torn in Two.”

www.OsherMaps.org/Education/K12-Lesson-Plans

The exhibition was organized from
BPL’s Special Collections by the
Norman B. Leventhal Map Center.
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Featured Map Commentary
Additional map commentaries online at oshermaps.org

Joan Blaeu, Nova et accuratissima totius terrarum orbis tabula (1662). OS-1662-3

Mapping the Entire Cosmos:
Heaven and Earth
Joan Blaeu included this
wonderfully ornate world
map ~ Nova et accuratissima
totius terrarum orbis tabula
(“New and most accurate map
of the whole world”) ~ in the
first volume of his elevenvolume Atlas Maior, published
in Amsterdam in 1662 [SM1662-9 is a complete set]. Blaeu
derived the geographical
content from earlier maps,
probably one of the world
maps by Nicolaas Visscher
(Shirley 2001, no. 428). The
projection ~ showing the
world in two hemispheres ~
was also quite conventional; it

was favored in the seventeenth century not only because it gave a sense of the earth’s sphericity but also
because it allowed a great deal of room in the margins for decorative elements. That decoration was, on this
map, new and carried significant meaning.

In the upper margin, Blaeu depicted allegorical representations of the planets, each shown as a classical god
and each orbiting the heavens on a rainbow ring within the etheric clouds. It is a heliocentric cosmos. At the
center is Apollo, the Sun god, closely attended by Mercury (just to the right) and Venus (to the left); then
Earth itself (the map!), with the Moon as a cherub clambering up between the two hemispheres; to the far
left is crowned Jupiter, king of the gods; to the far right are the warrior god Mars and Saturn, god of time.
Also, the hemispheres are flanked by images (far left) of the Astronomer, holding an armillary sphere, and
the Geographer (far right), taking measurements off the globe.
In the lower margin, Blaeu included allegories of the seasons, which is to say the temporal dimension of
existence and of the Earth’s annual orbit around the Sun.
The result is a singular image of the entire cosmos: of the heavens and the earth and, in the armillary sphere,
the geometry that binds them together in a single creation.
Further Reading:
Shirley, Rodney W. 2001. The Mapping of the World: Early Printed World Maps, 1472-1700. 2nd ed. Riverside,
Calif.: Early World Press. [OML biblio Z6028 .S48 2001]
Matthew Edney, August 2012
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Osher Map Library and Smith Center for Cartographic Education
We love having classes come visit us! Field trips typically
include a presentation and activity using OML’s materials,
a viewing of the current exhibition, and a tour of the Smith
Globe Collection. We recommend a group size of 10 to 60,
with 1 chaperone for every 12 students. We also recommend
allotting one and a half to two hours for a field trip at OML,
so students have plenty of time to see everything.

We are also available to visit classrooms. All of our lessons
can be transported and presented at schools, clubs, afterschool programs, and camps in southern Maine.

For more information about our lesson themes, please visit us
online at www.oshermaps.org/education/k12-lesson-plans
or contact us at rkeul@usm.maine.edu. Below is a list of our
lesson themes with a brief description:

Classroom visits and field trips are both free of charge!
Introduction to Maps, K-2
Uses both old and new maps to illustrate the different ways
people can use and make maps. After a short presentation,
students will complete Tino’s Map Book, in which they will
make their own maps of familiar areas.
ME Social Studies Standards: D1

Travel & Transportation, K-2
Shows how different modes of transportation changed
maps and history. The students will complete a small
coloring activity about two young tourists in 1900.
ME Social Studies Standards: C1, E1

Portland History, 3-5
Uses maps of Portland to illustrate important events
and milestones in Portland’s history, including the
Revolutionary War and the Great Fire of 1866. It is
followed up by an activity booklet that uses additional
maps of Portland.
ME Social Studies Standards: C1, D1, E1

Travel & Tourism, 3-5
Shows how the development of tourism and different modes
of transportation changed maps and history. It starts with
tourism in Europe and ends with tourism in Maine. The
activity that accompanies this is a map of the United States,
which the students complete by coloring in the states they
have visited according to how they got there. A 1930’s board
game, “Streamlined Train Game” is also available.
ME Social Studies Standards: C1, E1

Medieval Maps and Monsters, 3-5
Uses maps made during the Middle Ages and Renaissance to show
the sea monsters and monstrous peoples that explorers expected
to find in distant parts of the earth. Includes the Sea Monster
Handbook, an activity booklet featuring an image search and space
for students to create their own sea monsters, and The Dangers of
Exploration, a maze in which students must find a path to the Far
East while avoiding entities that medieval seafarers feared.
ME Social Studies Standards: C1, D1, E1

Maine State History, 3-8
Shows maps of Maine made in the 1800s and early 1900s to
illustrate how the state was settled and developed. The first
activity to follow the presentation is a booklet that features early
maps of Maine, which students use to answer questions about
Maine’s history. Students may use the completed booklet to help
them answer trivia questions in the Touring Maine Board Game.
ME Social Studies Standards: C1, C2, D2, E1

Projections & Globemaking, 3-8
Tells the story of the ways the surface of the earth has been
depicted throughout history, and how maps came to be the
way they are today. The presentation is followed up by a
creative globe-making activity that reinforces the difficulties
mapmakers face when projecting the 3-dimensional earth
on a flat surface. An additional activity using the Dymaxion
Map-Globe of Buckminster Fuller is also available.
ME Social Studies Standards: D1, E1

Cartography & the Renaissance, 6-12
Compares maps made in the Middle Ages to maps made
during the Renaissance to illustrate the widespread
alterations in European thought. The activity to follow the
presentation features fictional journal entries from major
mapmakers through history. Students must match the
mapmakers with their cartographic creations.
ME Social Studies Standards: D1, E1

Colonial New England, 6-12
Includes a discussion of the rival powers competing for
land in present-day New England and some consequences
of that competition. Using a French, British, Dutch, and
American maps, this lesson asks the following questions:
Why did these countries want land in New England? Who
benefited and who was harmed through the European
colonization of New England?
ME Social Studies Standards: C1, C2, D2, E1, E2

Colonization of South America, 6-12
Examines European maps of South America and the
Caribbean for illustrations of colonial ambitions. By
observing the differing views of South America between
nations and time periods, students will better understand
the events of the continent’s colonization and some its
consequences: war, exploration, and enslavement.
ME Social Studies Standards: C1, D2, E1, E2

Colonial Worldview, 9-12
Uses European maps from before the American Revolution
to show how Europeans saw the world and its inhabitants.
By highlighting images of people, symbols, resources and
tools, this lesson asks the following questions: Why did
Europeans think colonialism was morally justifiable? Why
did they want to colonize? How were they able to colonize
so many parts of the world?
ME Social Studies Standards: C1, C2, D2, E1, E2

Grim Side of Thematic Mapping, 9-12
Examines various kinds of thematic maps from the 19th
century, including fire insurance maps, disease mpas, and war
maps. This lesson asks several questions: Why were these maps
produced? How have they been used? What conditions in the
19th century manufactured demand for these maps? This lesson
includes a group activity in which students must work together
to identify how a disease is being spread in a fictional town.
ME Social Studies Standards: C1, D1, E1

www.OsherMaps.org/Education/K12-Lesson-Plans
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